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TONS OF RUNS lists over 100,000 tons 
collected from across the nation—you 
may be in this book!
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Paul Daley is a dedicated Melbourne-based author, 

editor, speaker and publisher. The combination of his 

workplace skills, allied to an ongoing interest in most 

mainstream sports—particularly golf, cricket and 

Australian Rules football—has enabled a full-time 

career in sports publishing. 

Paul is an internationally acknowledged expert 

on diverse aspects of golf, including its history and 

golf-course architecture. Prior to Tons of Runs, his 

publishing output has been focused on this field.  

As a boy, it was a toss of the coin that dictated 

whether it would be golf or cricket that dominated 

his weekend activities. Golf won out, but not at the 

expense of missing out on cricket completely. Paul 

played for two Western Victorian cricket clubs in his 

formative years, cherishing memories of Terang and 

Cobden cricket clubs. He later moved to Melbourne 

and represented Ashwood Cricket Club at various 

stages throughout the 1980s, in between idyllic 

weekends of thirty-six-hole golf tournaments, and 

pennant golf competition. 

It was at Ashwood where he first met cricket 

luminaries such as David Richards and Graham 

Halbish. Dean Jones began his cricket career at 

Ashwood, as did Matthew Galbraith and Paul Reiffel, 

the laconic Test-match bowler. 

Paul’s acclaimed golf titles have been accorded 

numerous accolades around the world. Links 

Golf: The Inside Story (2000) and The Sandbelt: 

Melbourne’s Golfing Heaven (2001), his first two golf 

publications, were joint runners-up in the United States 

Golf Association International Golf Book of the Year 

Award in 2000 and 2001, respectively. Indeed, Links 

Golf was the first Australian book ever to be honoured 

in this prestigious award. Favourite Holes by Design: 

The Architect’s Choice (2004) and the six-volume Golf 

Architecture: A Worldwide Perspective series continue 

to be popular golf titles around the world.

Paul’s interests include watching Test-match cricket, 

especially during those spell-binding periods of play 

when neither the bat nor ball is holding sway. He 

yearns to play more golf, ever-keen to starve-off a 

looming, double-digit golf handicap. Attending musical 

concerts, the theatre and restaurants with Penelope, his 

wife, is always eagerly anticipated. Paul’s golfing hero 

is Ben Hogan, while Steve Waugh is the cricketer he 

admires most. 

A world publishing first, Tons of Runs: The Official 

Register of Cricket Century-makers is an initiative 

that celebrates cricketers’ scores of 100+ in official 

competition. This edition pertains strictly to centuries 

made on Australian soil.

The listings of centurions within Tons of Runs 

demonstrate a salient fact: being recognised for one’s 

cricketing prowess is not the sole domain of players 

who have excelled at the highest levels. 

Tons of Runs is equally interested in the exploits 

of city, suburban and rural cricketers, providing 

an avenue to be immortalised in a national register 

that is dedicated to the irresistible, major batting 

milestone—the time-honoured pursuit of bringing up 

‘three figures’. Moreover, the register will serve as a 

national archival reference—one, that is long overdue. 

Sourcing 100s that date from the mid-1800s, 

various methods of data collection have ensured 

that the publication is inclusive, across all Australian 

States and Territories. 

Its breadth extends from the aforementioned early 

period of Australian cricket, up to (and including) 

the end of the 2007/08 Australian cricket season. The 

publishing objective has been achieved: to cast the net 

widely and obtain individual scores of 100+ derived 

from all grades and playing surfaces in the short, 

medium and long forms of the game—for both Men’s 

and Women’s competition.  

Tons of Runs presents as a comprehensive sporting 

publication, containing various elements that elevate 

it above a book of solely batting statistics. In keeping 

with the publication’s archival stance, photography 

spans all the eras, encompassing historical and 

contemporary cricketers. Grass roots participation 

is well-represented, pictorially, and it is a welcome 

reminder that many Test and State cricketers first 

became fixated with the sport through such exposure. 

Courtesy of essays, articles, Tales, Fables and 

Legends, plus From Beyond the Crease, opportunity 

for enjoyable reading is at one’s fingertips. Readers 

will readily relate to the writers’ pathos, humour and 

thought-provoking narrative. But more than this, the 

writing provides a change of pace and style, en-route 

to unearthing a fascinating ‘sea of stats’.

Paul Daley is a 
dedicated author, editor, 
speaker and publisher. 
His interest in most  
sports—particularly golf, 
cricket and Australian 
Rules football—has 
enabled a career in 
sports publishing. Paul Daley 
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The listings of centurions within Tons of Runs demonstrate that being recognised for one’s cricketing 
prowess is not the sole domain of players who have excelled at the highest levels. Tons of Runs is 
equally interested in the exploits of city, suburban and rural cricketers, providing an avenue to be 
immortalised in a national register that records the major batting milestone—bringing up ‘three 
figures’. Moreover, the publication serves as a national archival reference. 

Sourcing 100s that date from the mid-1850s, various methods of data collection have ensured that 
the publication is inclusive, across all Australian States and Territories. Tons of Runs extends from 
the early period of Australian cricket, up to (and including) the end of the 2007/08 Australian 
cricket season.  The net has been cast widely to obtain individual scores of 100+ from all grades and 
playing surfaces in the short, medium and long forms of the game—for both Men’s and Women’s 
competition.  

In keeping with the publication’s archival style, photography spans all the eras, encompassing 
historical and contemporary champions. Grass-roots participation is heavily represented, and it is a 
welcome reminder that many Test and State cricketers first became fixated with the sport through 
such exposure. 

Courtesy of absorbing essays, articles and cricketers’ narrations, enjoyable reading is at one’s 
fingertips. Cricket lovers will readily relate to the pathos, humour and thought-provoking narrative 
provided by Paul Daley and various writers. 
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